
 

5 February 2026 

     Bathgate Park School  
He kākano ahau i ruia mai i a Rakiātea - A seed born of greatness. 

 

Term 1 Week 1 
Kia ora koutou, Mālō e lelei, Talofa, Bula, Ola, Namaste, Kamusta, Bonjour, Ni 
hau, Ahlan, Salam, Greetings to you all.  
 

A very warm welcome to all students and families to the 2025 school year. 
A special welcome to those families and children joining our school 
community for the first time.  We began the school year, on the first day,  
with a wonderful Mihi Whakatau, where the existing BGP students and 
staff welcomed our new additions – staff, students and families into the 
BGP community. We introduced Miss Abbey Hamilton who is kāiako for 
Tangaroa. 
 
I believe there's a common misconception that schools are empty in 
January, and that staff only return when students do. However, this couldn't 
be further from the truth. I'd like to extend my sincere thanks to all staff for 
their hard work in ensuring that the school, classrooms, and programmes 
were fully prepared for the new school year right from day one. 
I want to particularly acknowledge the invaluable contributions of all staff 
during the Staff Only Days leading up to the start of term. Your dedication 
and effort have not gone unnoticed. 
A special shout-out to Gene, our caretaker, whose ongoing commitment to 
maintaining our school grounds is truly commendable. I also want to 
express my thanks to Sativa and their team (our Crest cleaners) for their 
work in making our school shine. 
Your diligence and dedication reflect our core value of Respect for our 
Environment (R), and I am confident that our students will follow your 
example in caring for our school environment. 

Stationery Support Acknowledgement 
This year’s stationery has mostly come from Qizzle and we have been lucky 
enough that they have been able to connect us with the New Zealand 
charity, Rapid Relief Team (RRT), who support NZ families, children and 
schools with the costs associated with Back to School 2026.  They recognise 
the financial pressures on families and have subsidised stationery packs for 
ALL families this year.  A huge thank you to both Qizzle and RRT. 
 

Teacher Only Day - Tuesday 10 February 
School Closed (Numicon Maths) 
All staff will be attending the Dunedin Numicon Maths Workshop, which is 
run by an external provider. As this professional learning is delivered on a 
set date, we do not have flexibility around the timing. All teaching staff will 
be involved, along with teachers from other schools. We apologise for any 
inconvenience this may cause and appreciate your understanding. 

 

Term 1 Dates 2026  
Monday 2 February -  

Thursday 2 April 
 

 
 

Governance 
Meeting 

 
The next Governance 

meeting will be 
Thursday 26 

February, 6.30 pm in 
the staffroom. We 
would love to have 

you attend.  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Commissioner Update 
Expression of Interest - School Board re-establishment 
Bathgate Park School has a Commissioner in place as there is presently no 
board at the school. As commissioner I am seeking expressions of interest 
from interested people in the re-establishment of a school board. If there is 
sufficient interest I will advise the Ministry of Education and recommend an 
election is held. 

If you do have an interest in knowing more or in being a board member 
at Bathgate Park School, please complete the form that has been 
emailed out and sent in hard copy, and return to me on 
cleavehay@gmail.com or leave a signed copy at the school office. I will 
hold training sessions for anyone interested in the role. 

Current Contact Details 
The start of the year is also an opportunity to make sure that we have your 
correct details. Added to this, the need to contact you re sickness or learning 
progress. Any time your phone or contact details change we need to know.  
Please phone, email or share with staff your new ones and we will update 
these. You will also be able to do this through the Etap Parent Portal app.  A 
huge thank you to those whānau who have already made contact with the 
school to do so.  As communications are being digitally shared, up to 
date email addresses are also essential. 
 
Sunhats 
These are a compulsory item for terms 1 & 4. Years 1-8 can wear the plain 
black wide brim sunhats which are available at a variety of stores, but can 
be found at the NZ Uniform Shop. Years 7&8 also have the option of 
wearing a plain black cap - no images, no logo, no words.  Any that have 
these will not be able to be worn at school.  Thank you for supporting us 
to make sure your child has the correct hats. 
 

Weather 
As we start the year, we need to be mindful of the weather. 
Currently we are being subjected to very changeable weather. This 
means that we need to prepare children appropriately. Please make 
sure they have sunscreen on and a drink bottle in their bag that can 
be topped up to help keep them hydrated.  Equally it may be that a 
jacket / raincoat is needed. Please make sure you name all uniform 
items. Named items make their way back to their owners. 
 

 

 

 
Sunhats 

Sunhats are 
compulsory in Term 1. 

No hat, no play! 
 
 

Lucky Book Club 
 

 
 

Orders, with money, 
to Katrina by 

Friday 20 February or 
use the parent LOOP 

ordering option. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BGP Jumble Sale 
Our Bathgate Park School Jumble Sale is happening on Saturday 28th 
February, 10:00am–1:30pm, and we’d love your help spreading the word to 
whānau and friends to generate as much interest as possible!  
This is a clear-out fundraiser, not a fair, with a wide range of furniture, tools, 
appliances, clothing and hidden treasures up for grabs.  
We’ll be posting items on our school Facebook page in the lead-up so people 
can get an idea of pricing and what’s available. The sale will go ahead rain or 
shine, with all items set up inside the tech rooms at the far end of the tennis 
courts. Please note that all purchases must be taken away on the day — 
no holds or IOUs. Vehicle access for loading will be via Macandrew Road 
onto the tennis courts. 
 A sausage sizzle will be running for $3 per sausage and bread while you 
shop! 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 
Duffy Caught Being 

Good & AROHA 
Certificates 

Congratulations to the 
following people for the 
wonderful learning and 
AROHA they have been 
showing from the end of 

2025 
 

 
 

 

Teaching Staff 2026  

Akomanga/ Class Year Level  Kaiako/ Teacher 

Rehua Years 0 & 1 Angela Griffiths 

Rongo Years 1 & 2 Tina Tuten 

Tangaroa Years 3 & 4 Abbey Hamilton 

Rūaumoko Years 4 & 5 Pete Buchanan 

Tāne Mahuta Years 6 & 7 Glenn Fordham 

Tāwhirimātea Years 7 & 8 Salote Rouvi & Jeff Elliott 

CRT Teacher  Alex Gilmore 

Maths Intervention 
Teacher 

 Kim Provis 

Literacy Intervention 
Teacher 

 Sue McMillian 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Community Notice 
 

 
Event Details: 

●​ What: Regent Theatre 24-Hour Book Sale 

●​ When: Friday 20 Feb (starts 12pm) – Saturday 21 Feb 

●​ Where: Breeze Arena, Edgar Centre 

Content: 

The Regent Theatre 24-Hour Book Sale is back!  

Join us on Friday 20 Feb and Saturday 21 Feb, 10am-10pm, at the Breeze Arena, Edgar Centre for 

thousands of bargain books, games, puzzles and much more. 

Need to clear your shelves? We are also gratefully accepting book donations at BP Mornington, Kaikorai 

Valley Storage, and the Regent Box Office. For specific drop-off times and further event details, please visit: 

https://www.regenttheatre.co.nz/project/regent-24-hour-book-sale-2026/ 

https://www.regenttheatre.co.nz/project/regent-24-hour-book-sale-2026/


 



 



 



 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 


