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     Bathgate Park School  
He kākano ahau i ruia mai i a Rakiātea - A seed born of greatness. 

 

Term 1 Week 3 
Kia ora koutou, Mālō e lelei, Talofa, Bula, Ola, Namaste, Kamusta, Bonjour, Ni 
hau, Ahlan, Salam, Greetings to you all.  
 
It has been wonderful to see all classes settled into their routines; learning 
about and sharing their understanding of A.R.O.H.A, as well as working hard 
at building positive relationships.  Both the classrooms and the playground 
have been a hive of positive activity. 

 
We are only at the end of week 3, and 
already the children have collectively 
banked 1777 A.R.O.H.A tokens.  They 
are tracking nicely to reach our first 
school wide total of 6000. 
Congratulations to Whero house who 
have received the most tokens for the 
first 3 weeks.  They will have a 
non-uniform day next Wednesday and 
a +1 reward. 
 
A.R.O.H.A tokens are "sprinkled like 
glitter’, and given with immediate 
verbal feedback to ākoka who are 
following our values and meeting our 
Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L) 
expectations. 
 
 

 

Commissioner Update 
Expression of Interest - School Board re-establishment 
Bathgate Park School has a Commissioner in place as there is presently no 
board at the school. As commissioner I am seeking expressions of interest 
from interested people in the re-establishment of a school board. If there is 
sufficient interest I will advise the Ministry of Education and recommend an 
election is held. 

If you do have an interest in knowing more or in being a board member 
at Bathgate Park School, please complete the form that has been 
emailed out and sent in hard copy, and return to me on 
cleavehay@gmail.com or leave a signed copy at the school office. I will 
hold training sessions for anyone interested in the role. 
 

 

 
 

Governance 
Meeting 

 
The next Governance 

meeting will be 
Thursday 26 

February, 6.30 pm in 
the staffroom. We 
would love to have 

you attend.  
 

 
Sunhats 

Sunhats are 
compulsory in Term 1. 

No hat, no play! 
 
RONGO sharing their 
learning about their 
new class Guardian 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

BGP Jumble Sale 
Our Bathgate Park School Jumble Sale is happening on Saturday 28th 
February, 10:00am–1:30pm, and we’d love your help spreading the word to 
whānau and friends to generate as much interest as possible!  
This is a clear-out fundraiser, not a fair, with a wide range of furniture, tools, 
appliances, clothing and hidden treasures up for grabs.  
We’ll be posting items on our school Facebook page in the lead-up so people 
can get an idea of pricing and what’s available. The sale will go ahead rain or 
shine, with all items set up inside the tech rooms at the far end of the tennis 
courts. Please note that all purchases must be taken away on the day — 
no holds or IOUs. Vehicle access for loading will be via Macandrew Road 
onto the tennis courts. 
 A sausage sizzle will be running for $3 per sausage and bread while you 
shop! 

 
 

Duffy Caught Being 
Good & AROHA 

Certificates 
Congratulations to the 

following people for the 
wonderful learning and 
AROHA they have been 

showing. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Health Consultation Summary 
A huge thank you to everyone who took the time to complete our Health 
Curriculum Consultation survey in Term 4. Your feedback and contributions  
play an important role in shaping our teaching programmes and supporting 
the wellbeing of our ākoka. 
 
Health Programme Priorities 
From the consultation, four key priority areas were identified: 

●​ Personal Safety & Injury Prevention  
●​ Road Safety 
●​ Personal Health & Hygiene 
●​ Respectful Relationships  

These priorities will guide our Health teaching programmes over the next 
two years. Some units, such as Keeping Ourselves Safe and Positive 
Puberty, will continue on a two-year teaching cycle as previously consulted 
with whānau. 

Meeting the Needs of Our Students 
Many families shared positive feedback about how the school supports 
students’ physical, emotional, and social wellbeing. Comments highlighted: 

●​ Strong relationships and approachable staff 
●​ A welcoming environment for all families 
●​ Support for friendships and resilience 
●​ Care and patience shown to students with additional learning needs 
●​ Support available when challenges arise 

While overall feedback was very positive, we acknowledge that concerns 
such as moments of unkindness and encouraging greater physical activity 
were also raised. These areas remain an ongoing focus for us. 

Pastoral Care & School Culture 
We are pleased to report very strong results in this area: 

●​ 100% of respondents feel welcomed and valued 
●​ 100% feel the school culture promotes student wellbeing 
●​ 100% feel comfortable talking with teachers about concerns 
●​ 100% feel positive about their relationship with the leadership team 
●​ 94% feel there is good communication between home and school 
●​ 94% feel their culture is respected 
●​ 88% feel their culture is represented. 

All areas showed improvement since our 2023 consultation. 
 
A.R.O.H.A School Values 
Our A.R.O.H.A values, introduced in 2024, continue to be embedded across 
the school. Families noted strengths in: 

●​ Respect 
●​ Care and support 
●​ Growing confidence in students 
●​ Pride in helping others 

Areas suggested for strengthening include: 
●​ Respect for others and the environment 
●​ Positive attitude and striving for excellence 
●​ Continued focus on mental health and emotional support 

 



 

Health Consultation Summary continued 
Swimming 
100% of respondents would like their child to receive swimming lessons every 
year. The future provision of swimming, particularly for senior students, will be 
discussed further. 

 
 

 
SWIMMING: BOARD DECISION 
As mentioned in previous communications, the Board has been carefully 
considering the future of swimming and the associated costs, to determine 
whether it remains viable as part of our Physical Education programme. 

While swimming is not a compulsory requirement of the New Zealand 
Curriculum, schools choose whether and how often to include it within their 
Health & Physical Education programmes. 

After hearing feedback from our community, the Board has made the 
following decision for 2026: 

-​ To continue with both junior and senior swimming for 2026 (subject to 
pool booking availability)  

-​ To review the level of whānau support available for transport and 
active poolside supervision. 
-​ If we receive enough support to safely meet supervision and 

transport requirements, swimming will continue to be approved 
on a year-by-year basis.​
 

-​ If support is limited and additional school staffing is required to 
meet supervision ratios, swimming will move to a two-year cycle 
and be reviewed again at that time. 

 
We appreciate the partnership of our community in helping us provide these 
valuable learning opportunities. 
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Term 1 Calendar of Events 
 

Week & Date Event 

Week 4: Tuesday 24 February Fire Drill 

Week 4: Thursday 26 February Governance Meeting 6.30pm 

Week 4: Saturday 28 February  BGP Jumble Sale 10am -1.30pm 

Week 5: Thursday 5 March Lockdown Drill 2pm (separate 
communication will be shared with whānau) 

Week 7: Thursday 9 March Governance Meeting 6.30pm 

Week 8: Monday 23 March  OTAGO ANNIVERSARY DAY = SCHOOL 
CLOSED 

Week 8: Thursday 26 March Y8 HPV Round#1 

Week 9: Wed 1 April & Thurs 2 April Curriculum Insights @BGP testing 
students (separate communication will be 
shared with whānau of children in relevant year 
groups) 

Week 9: Thursday 2 April Last day of Term (Holidays begin) 

Week 9: Friday 3 April GOOD FRIDAY SCHOOL CLOSED 

  

Term 2: Monday 20 April - Friday 3 July = 11 week term 

Week 1: Monday 20 April Term 2 starts 

Week 2: Monday 27 April Mondayisation of ANZAC DAY = 
SCHOOL CLOSED 

Week 2: Tuesday 28 April MoE Maths PLD TEACHER ONLY DAY = 
SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
 
 

 
Community Notice 

 
Otago Cricket 

Otago Cricket running a free All Abilities Cricket Programme starting on Thursday 12th March! 

The programme will run for 3 weeks, every Thursday from 4:00pm–5:00pm, and is designed for participants of all ages 
and abilities. This is a fun, social, and inclusive environment where everyone can get involved in cricket, learn new skills, 
and enjoy being active. 

All equipment will be provided, and sessions are tailored so everyone can participate comfortably and safely. Whether 
your child is new to cricket, has some experience, or has different physical or learning abilities, this programme is for 
them.   Registration is essential you can sign up here: https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/499016 

https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/499016


 

The Dunedin Children’s Choir is an inclusive, after-school programme welcoming children and young people 
across three age-based choirs. We currently have students from over 15 schools across Dunedin and would love 

to welcome singers from your school! 

For your convenience, I’ve included a short blurb below that can be copied directly into your newsletter. I’ve also 
attached a square image and a one-page PDF flyer — please feel free to use whichever format best suits your 

space. 

Dunedin Children’s Choir – 2026 Enrolments Open 

Does your child love to sing? The Dunedin Children’s Choir offers a high-quality choral programme where 
children develop vocal skills, musicianship, confidence, and teamwork in a supportive environment. 

We are welcoming new singers for 2026 across the following choirs: 

 Junior Choir – ages 7–10​
• Wednesdays, 3.45–4.45pm 

 Senior Choir – ages 11–16 (treble voices)​
• Wednesdays, 5.00–6.30pm 

 Lower Voices Choir – ages 11–16 (changing or lower voices)​
• Fridays, 4.30–5.30pm 

 No auditions required — all singers welcome​
 First rehearsals in February are FREE trial sessions​

 Rehearsals held at St John's Church Hall, Roslyn​
 $40 per term (payment plans available) 

Email dunedinchildrenschoir@gmail.com to enrol or to book a free trial session. 
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