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Welcome to Bathgate Park School
Nau mai, haere mai
It is with much pleasure that I introduce Bathgate Park School to you.
Established in 2012, Bathgate Park School was opened after Macandrew
Intermediate and Forbury School merged at the end of 2011.
This booklet provides general information about our school. If you have
any additional questions, feel free to phone (telephone 4553-421) or call
into the school office between 8.30am and 3.15pm
A warm welcome to our school.

Whetu Cormick
Principal
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Vision Statement
“Te mea nui, he tangata
The most precious is people”
To realise our vision and whakatauki, Bathgate Park School will develop
and support the students, staff and community to reach their fullest
potential.
School Organisation
Bathgate Park School is a Primary Contributing School. It caters for
children from five to thirteen years of age. (Years 1-8). Our school
organisation is based around nine classrooms and is divided into three
syndicates. The Junior School, Years 1 - 2 led by Lauren Latimer,
Middle School Years 3 - 4 led by Sandy Ehlers and the Senior School,
Years 5 - 8 led by Katrina Robertson. Each syndicate has a team of
teachers working with the support of the Deputy Principal. Syndicate
teachers meet regularly to plan programmes, evaluate their
effectiveness and to utilise their resources effectively. A major school
emphasis is to keep class sizes small to maximise children’s learning
opportunities.
School Programmes
Our programmes are based and planned around the Board of Trustees
Vision statements:
1. The New School recognises releases and fosters the learner in each
child using a holistic approach.
2. The New School is a safe and supportive place for learning and is a
close-knit community that welcomes diversity.
3. The New School has strong relationships with its surrounding and
contributing communities, including iwi, and is responsive to all needs.
4. The New School provides unique opportunities across a broad range
of technology areas as well as the performing and visual arts.

All learning programmes are focused on developing students’ key
competencies necessary to support their overall Literacy and Numeracy
learning, all the while developing these through a context driven
curriculum in the Arts and Technology.
3

AROHA
Our pastoral care and behaviour management programme has been
developed around the idea of AROHA. AROHA reflects our school values
of Perseverance, Respect, Integrity and Courage


Act kindly and gently;



Respect yourself, others and the environment;



Own your actions. Be honest;



Have a positive attitude;



Always do your best.

Children are acknowledged for their positive attitude at school, their
learning, along with their behaviour through our AROHA Awards. This
involves children being rewarded for their efforts in a whole school
assembly followed by a special morning tea with the staff.
Any difficult behaviour is dealt with in a firm and positive manner.
The school’s behaviour management guidelines are available should you
wish to view this.
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School Transition
The purpose of pre-school visits is for your child and your family to
become familiar with the routines and surroundings of Bathgate Park
School. They give the child the opportunity to become familiar with the
environment and to socialise, whilst parents have the opportunity to get a
feel for the school. It is a good time to become familiar with where
classroom equipment is located as well as bag hooks, library, toilets, bells
ringing, office and the playground. We realise that all children are
different - some needing more parental support than others.
Your child may experience a variety of emotions when starting school.
These could be:


Excitement



Enjoyment



Confusion



Tiredness

Realistic expectations and your encouragement will help your child’s
adjustment. If you are unsure about these expectations, don’t hesitate to
ask. Your positive attitude helps your child's adjustment.
We encourage six visits before your child starts school. The first three visits
are for the morning 9.00am – 12.30pm and the next three are full day
visits. If you feel your child may need further visits we are happy to
accommodate this upon discussion with Michelle Kemp and Whetu
Cormick.
Parents are asked to stay with their child during the first couple of visits.
On the second or third visit you may leave them on their own. During this
time you are welcome to leave or go to the staffroom and have a cup of
coffee. Every child is different and we are happy to work with you to
ensure a smooth transition for your child and whanau. Remember that it
is perfectly normal for children to just observe their peers and they will be
encouraged to join in when they are comfortable.
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Enrolment procedure
When enrolling your child at the office, the school requires proof of
age and citizenship from a Birth Certificate / Passport and your
child's immunization form. Details of medical information, allergies
etc. which may affect learning or require specific attention. These
need to be noted and also parental/caregiver or custody
arrangements. This may be done prior to their 5th birthday.

Parental Involvement
There are many opportunities for parents to become involved in the
life of the school. We have an open door policy and encourage
parents to pop in at any time to chat with teachers or to help out in
the classroom. During the year requests are made for parent help for
a variety of activities, which include reading, trips, discovery time,
sports and swimming. This assistance is very much valued by both
teachers and pupils.
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Some tips for preparing your child for School
It would be helpful if your child could:


Write his/her name and recognise it.



Listen to a story and talk about it. The greatest preparation a
child can have for reading/writing and learning is book
experience.



Recognise some letters possibly at least those in their own name.



Handle a pencil/crayon. Be able to draw a simple picture and
talk about it.



Dress and undress him/her self. (Swimming in summer).



Recognise colours by name.



Count to ten and recognise some numerals.



Make a small set of objects and count them one at a time, e.g.
seven cars.



Use scissors to cut simple shapes from paper.



Recognise basic shapes.



Be able to express their needs to the teacher. e.g. going to the
toilet, feeling hot or hungry.



Hang their school bag up independently.
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Classification
Children enrolled at school when 5 years old are classified as new entrants
and will be classified as below;
Year One - If a 5 year old new entrant begins prior to 30 May these
children are regarded as Year 1 from the outset and move to Year 2 after
their first year at school.
Year Zero- If a 5 year old new entrant begins school on/after 1st June
these children are regarded as Year 0 from the outset and move to Year 1
at the beginning of the following year.

Technology and the Arts
Students are given the opportunity to develop their key competencies in
these areas, along with their literacy and numeracy skills.
Throughout the year all children can expect to enjoy a range of learning
opportunities in The Arts - dance, music, drama, performing arts, visual arts
and Technology – design and production in foods, soft and hard
materials.

School day timetable
School doors open:

8.15 am

School starts:

9.00 am

Interval:

11.00 -11.20 am

Lunch:

12.30 - 1.20 pm

School ends:

3.00 pm
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School Pedestrian Crossing
Adults supervise the school crossing before and after school. Road patrol
students assist staff. When crossing Macandrew Road, for safety we
expect all students to use the crossing.
Breakfast in School
Thanks to Fonterra and Sanitarium
we provide breakfast every morning
in the canteen area to any student
who wishes to partake.
Lunch orders
Smart Lunches – 5 days per week, information/menu available at office.
Vans
The school provides transport outside a restricted zone at a cost of $3.00
per day. Please see the office to check availability of seats.
Fruits in school
Thanks to the Ministry of Health we receive fruit, which is served to students
every day.
Milk in School
Thanks to Fonterra we receive milk for the children to have once per day.
Communication to Parents/Reporting to Parents
We welcome all families to be involved in the education of their children.
Regular events, assemblies, consultation meetings and information sharing
events are held throughout the year. Parent interviews are held twice a
year in Terms 1 and 3. Written reports are sent home in Terms 2 and 4.
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School/Whanau Communication
Please be in touch with us if you have any queries or concerns. You can
phone to make an appointment time with any of the staff or email us.
All staff email addresses include the person’s first name e.g.
katrina@bathgatepark.school.nz or michelle@bathgatepark.school.nz
Kapa Haka/Pacifika groups
In Term 3, Bathgate Park students participate in the Otago Maori and
Pacific Island Festival. We have a variety of groups representing our
school at this event.
Absences
If your child is absent for any reason
please ensure you contact the school
office (leave a phone message) or email/text
your child’s teacher before 8.30am on the
day of absence. For extended periods of
absence from school please advise us also.
Lost Property
Please ensure all clothing is labelled clearly. This box is held in the admin
area. Please check with your child’s teacher for them to do a class
check.
School Closures
During winter months please listen to the major radio stations or check
our Facebook page for school closure or late start information. School
will generally start late (or be cancelled) when there are severe road
conditions due to ice and snow. Please note that many of the staff do
not live in the South Dunedin area and will find it difficult to get to school.
Therefore it is important not to send your child to school on such days.
Check Facebook and / or website for these closures.
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Sara Cohen
Bathgate Park hosts a special needs Sara Cohen satellite class. Bathgate
Park students enjoy positive relationships with the Sara Cohen students
and in doing so develop a healthy understanding of those with special
needs.
Duffy Books
Bathgate Park School is a part of the Duffy Books in School Programme,
an outstanding programme to encourage reading in the home. Each
term all children receive a free book to take home. Children are also
awarded books for positive behavior and learning.
Assemblies
Assemblies are held once a week to acknowledge and celebrate
classroom achievement and learning, to reinforce the School Values;
discuss A.R.O.H.A, Play as the Way concepts and for the students to
share their ideas and opinions.
Public Health Nurse
Please check in at the office if you need to make an appointment with
the Public Health Nurse.
Dental Clinic
The South Dunedin Dental Hub is located on the Bathgate Park School
grounds. To receive regular free dental care, please call into the clinic
to ensure your child is enrolled or phone 4559 279.
Tooth Brushing
Bathgate Park takes part in a daily tooth brushing as part of a
programme with Public Health South. A consent form is included in the
enrolment pack.
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Teaching Staff 2017
Principal – Whetu Cormick
Acting Principal – Katrina Robertson
Acting Deputy Principal – Lauren Latimer
Junior School

Middle School

Sheralyn Weepers

Sandy Ehlers

Michelle Kemp

Angela Taylor

Pete Buchanan

Tina Tuten

Senior School
Lisa Yorke
Glenn Fordham

Maia Smith
Technology
Marnie Pearson, Andrew Bowen, Drew Wills, Janet de Wagt
Support Staff
Joy Fleming

School Secretary

Wendy Lipine

Teacher Aide/Office Assistant

Charlie Fox

Caretaker

Christine Reynolds

Teacher Aide

Virginia Heta

Teacher Aide

Hiliako Iaheto

Teacher Aide

Jocelyn Fordham

Teacher Aide

Julia Mowat

Teacher Aide

Janet Chittock

Teacher Aide

Losana Taungapeau

Teacher Aide

Gina Wells

Teacher Aide

Board of Trustees
Our elected BOT include parent representatives:
Tracy Cameron
Geana Elisara
Karen Campbell
Maria Hunt
Mike Rangihika
Katrina Robertson (Staff Rep)

The BOT meets one evening per month.
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Vision/Hearing Checks
These checks take place at regular period throughout the year. Any
identified concerns will be brought to parent’s attention.
School Stationery
Stationery packs are available at the school. Please ask at the office for
details.
Sunhats/sun smart
School hats are issued in class. These must be worn in Terms 1 and 4.
These are available for purchase at Office for $10.
School Uniform
You can purchase the shirt from the office at a cost of $27. The BOT and
Community Group have kindly subsidised the cost of the shirt reducing it
from the retail price of $45. The rest of the uniform is available at the
Warehouse, South Dunedin.
Uniform List
Girls

Boys

Gingham shirt

Gingham Shirt

Skort

School Shorts

Jersey

Jersey

Full zip PF Jacket

Full zip PF Jacket

Zip Gingham Dress (optional)

Trouser (optional)

Black Shorts (PE)

Black Shorts (PE)

Black Tee (PE)

Black Tee (PE)

Fees
Fees are set at $40 per year. Year 7 & 8 students are required to pay an
extra $10 for their Technology materials. You can make this payment to
Joy in the office.
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Eftpos is available or you are welcome to pay by direct credit to the
school bank account, with your child’s name and what payment is for in
the reference details.

Useful websites
www.nzmaths
www.tki.org.nz
www.starfall.com
www.kiwifamilies.co.nz
www.minedu.govt.nz/Parents/EarlyYears/MovingOnToSchool
www.natlib.govt.nz

Duffy Caught Being Good
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